In inviting the attention of the Society to-night to the subject of disease of the appendix vermiformis and its results I would desire to state three reasons in justification,?1st, The intrinsic interest which attaches to the disease; 2nd, its serious nature and comparative frequency of occurrence ; and, 3rd, the fact that in this Society there is the opportunity for discussion, both from the medical and surgical aspects, to which the subject so readily lends itself. 
itself. In looking back over what is now a lengthened period as a student, a practitioner, a teacher, and an examiner, I confess to having had, until comparatively recently, very vague and unsatisfactory ideas of the conditions described and taught as typhlitis and perityphlitis. I had understood in a general way that typhlitis meant an enteritis affecting the caecum as a whole, and perityphlitis an inflammation with exudation in the cellular tissue around the caecum, that the conditions might be conjoined or separate, that they often resulted from cold, and that they might be predisposed to or even caused by faecal accumulations in the caecum, or by foreign bodies lying there. It always, however, seemed difficult to understand why similar causes affecting other portions of the intestinal tract, particularly the large intestine, were not followed by like results. Within the last ten" or fifteen years much has been done to place the subject upon a basis of scientific fact; and this is one of the many gains which medicine owes to the modern practice of abdominal surgery, since not only has it been thus proved that the vast majority of cases of what was designated typhlitis and perityphlitis are due to lesions of the appendix vermiformis, but it has been shown that even grave forms of this disease may be brought within the reach of successful treatment, which before were regarded as absolutely hopeless, and only to be left to die with such mitigations as the constant exhibition of opium might afford.
As contributing to bring about this result the work of American practitioners stands pre-eminent.
Among these the names of Bull, Fitz, M'Burney, Senn, Lewis Smith, Porter, Eichardson, Morton, out of a large number of distinguished physicians and surgeons, may be mentioned. The subject has been largely discussed in the medical societies of America, and much light has been thrown upon it, alike as to its pathology and treatment. In France, Talamon ; in Switzerland, Koux; in Germany, Biermer and Matterstock, have all made important additions to our knowledge of the subject, but assuredly none more than our own countryman Mr Treves.
At the outset it must be distinctly stated that, while inflammatory symptoms and swellings in the right iliac fossa may be due to many other causes than disease of the vermiform appendix, it is the object of this paper to deal only with this latter class of cases. The modern term "appendicitis" is not one to be much commended;
but it is at least more accurate than " typhlitis," and is the most convenient term for expressing the actual facts of the disease,? viz., inflammation of the appendix vermiformis, leading to various results more or less serious in their character.
As probably no portion of the intestinal canal is more frequently the site of acute, severe, and fatal disease than the appendix vermiformis, it is obvious that there must be some inherent or some associated cause which renders it a source of special danger. Not a few writers profess to find this in the fact that its position and structure so readily renders it a trap for the reception of foreign bodies, the lodgement and pressure of which within its canal are the one source of the symptoms. It 
